PORTRAIT OF AN AMERICAN CITY MAY 15, 1978 
DAVID BORGIDA SERIES 5 NO. 2 


OMAHA, NEBRASKA: A SMALL BIG CITY 
CINSERTS IN TAPE LIBRARY) 


NARR:? OMAHA, NEBRASKA, IN 1898 A CATTLE TOWN: 

TAPE: CUT ONE -- SOUND OF STAMPEDING CATTLE, ESTABLISH AND FADE 
UNDER 

NARR: IN 1938, A TRANSPORTATION CENTER: 

TAPE: CUT TWO -- RAILROAD SOUNDS, ESTABLISH AS DESIRED AND FADE 
UNDER 

NARR: TODAY IT IS BOTH -- AND MUCH MORE: 


TAPE: CUT THREE -- AARON COPELAND'S RED PONY SCORE CEXCERPTS), 
ESTABLISH AS DESIRED AND HOLD UNDER NARRATOR, 


NARR;: THE SOUNDS OF OMAHA'S DEVELOPMENT -- FROM CATTLE TOWN TO 
TRANSPORTATION CENTER TO VIBRANT COMMUNITY, 

TAPE: CUT FOUR CUSE TAPE THREE) COPELAND'S RED PONY SCORE Pp 
IN FULL, AND FADE OUT UNDER ANNCR_ : 

ANNCR: THIS IS ANOTHER IN THE VOICE OF AMERICA SERIES "PORTRAIT 


OF AN AMERICAN CITY." TODAY, OMAHA, NEBRASKA -- A 


SMALL BIG CITY. YOUR NARRATOR IS------~-- . 


NARR: "WHAT YOU SEE IS WHAT YOU GET" IS AN AMERICAN EXPRESSION THAT 
APPLIES TO BOTH OMAHA AND ITS PEOPLE. AS YOU APPROACH THE 
CITY FROM THE AIR, IT IS RIGHT IN FRONT OF YOU, THE CENTER 
OF AMERICA'S HEARTLAND, ON THE EASTERN BORDER OF NEBRASKA, 
THERE ARE NO VALLEYS OR MOUNTAINS TO HIDE IT. THE LAND 


IS FLAT, WITH FEW SURPRISES, 
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NARR: MUCH THE SAME CAN BE SAID ABOUT THE FIVE HUNDRED EIGHTY-FIVE 
CCONT'D) 
THOUSAND PEOPLE IN THE OMAHA METROPOLITAN AREA, THEY ARE 
STRAIGHT-FORWARD, DIRECT, AND BASIC/!.LY WITHOUT PRETENSION. 
IN 1854, WHEN OMAHA WAS FOUNDED AND NAMED AFTER THE NEAREST 
INDIAN TRIBE, THE LAND MADE OMAHANS. TODAY, THEY MAKE 
THE CITY, DESPITE THAT FACT, MANY AMERICANS STILL THINK 


OF OMAHA IN TERMS OF ITS RURAL PAST, 


TAPE: CUT FIVE -- JOHN EMPSON 


"HISTORICALLY, OMAHA HAS ALWAYS FACED THE PROBLEM OF NAME 
RECOGNITION IN THE UNITED STATES. WE HAVE FOUND THAT THE 
NAME OF OMAHA A LOT OF TIMES WILL CONNOTE A SMALL TOWN 
WESTERN-TYPE IMAGE WITH A LOT OF COWBOYS AND INDIANS, COWS, 
FARMS AND THAT TYPE OF THING. SO WHAT WE HAVE TRIED TO DO 
IS TO TRY TO DISPEL THAT IMAGE OF OMAHA AND REALLY TELL 
WHAT THE OMAHA AREA REALLY IS ABOUT." 


NARR:? THAT WAS JOHN EMPSON, THE DIRECTOR OF OMAHA'S ECONOMIC 


DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL, IT'S HIS JOB TO MANAGE OMAHA'S 


ECONOMIC GROWTH, 


TAPE: CUT SIX -- EMPSON 


"WE HAVE THE CULTURAL FACILITIES, THE RECREATIONAL 
FACILITIES, THE TYPE OF LIFE STYLE THAT THEY (PEOPLE) CAN 
ENJOY, WHERE THEY DON'T HAVE TO WORRY ABOUT COMMUTING FOR ONE 
OR TWO HOURS EVERYDAY, THEY CAN LIVE CIN) CLOSE PROXIMITY 

TO WHERE THEY'RE WORKING AND LIVE IN VERY NICE RESIDENTIAL 
AREAS. OR IF THEY WANT TO LIVE IN A RURAL AREA, BE OUT WITH 
AN ACREAGE, THEY CAN DO THAT AND STILL BE WITHIN TWENTY, 
TWENTY-FIVE MINUTES OF THEIR PLACE OF EMPLOYMENT." 


NARR: MISTER EMPSON HIMSELF REFLECTS OMAHA'S COMMITMENT TO THE 
FUTURE. HE IS A YOUNG, ENERGETIC MAN, DETERMINED TO MAKE 


HIS CITY'S SMALL TOWN RURAL PAST BLEND SMOOTHLY WITH ITS BIG 


CITY PROMISE: 
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TAPE: CUT SEVEN ~~ EMPSON 


"TRANSPORTATION HAS ALWAYS BEEN A KEY TO OUR DEVELOPMENT, 
THE UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD USED OMAHA AS ITS EASTERN 
TERMINUS FOR THE RAILROAD COMING FROM THE WEST TO THE EAST 
AND EVENTUALLY ESTABLISHED THEIR HEADQUARTERS OPERATION 
HERE FOR THE UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD, WE HAVE THEN GROWN 
INTO AN ECONOMY THAT IS BASED UPON NOT ONLY OUR AGRICULTURAL 
HERITAGE BUT BASED UPON THE ADVANTAGES WE OFFER IN TERMS 
OF CENTRAL GEOGRAPHIC LOCATION AND TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMS, 
BECAUSE WE HAVE IN THE OMAHA AREA NOT ONLY THE SERVICES 
OF THE MISSOURI RIVER BUT WE'RE LOCATED ON THE INTERSECTION 
OF TWO INTERSTATE CHIGHWAY) SYSTEMS AND HAVE EIGHT RAILROADS 
SERVING THE COMMUNITY," 

NARR: YES...OMAHA OFFERED NEW INDUSTRY TRANSPORTATION SERVICES; 
TODAY, IN ADDITION TO ITS EIGHT MAJOR RAILROADS, IT HAS 
SEVEN AIRLINES, ONE HUNDRED TWENTY-TWO MOTOR FREIGHT 
CARRIERS, AND THREE RIVER BARGE LINES...ALL THIS IN A CITY 
THAT ITSELF CAN BE TRAVERSED IN TWENTY MINUTES, BUT AS 
OMAHA WAS GROWING INTO A MAJOR MIDWEST TRANSPORTATION AND 
DISTRIBUTION CENTER, IT SUFFERED WHAT WAS IN 1960 PERCEIVED 
TO BE A SERIOUS SETBACK, MANY MAJOR MEATPACKING OPERATIONS -- 
THE CLIENTS FOR OMAHA'S ESTABLISHED TRANSPORTATION OUTLETS -- 
MOVED AWAY, THEY WENT TO AREAS CLOSER TO THEIR SOURCE OF 
BEEF; FOR MOST, THAT MEANT FURTHER WEST. FOR OMAHA, THE 
CHANGE PROVED TO BE A BLESSING IN DISGUISE. NEW, LIGHTER 
INDUSTRIES REPLACED MEAT-PACKING, DRAWN TO OMAHA FOR THE SAME 
REASONS AS THEIR PREDECESSORS...TO LIVE IN A COMMUNITY 
WITH A WORK FORCE WELL KNOWN FOR THEIR LOYALTY AND HARD 
WORK AND FOR THEIR ESTABLISHED TIES TO BUSINESS AND 
TRANSPORTATION OUTLETS, THE RESULT WAS A DIVERSIFIED 
MANUFACTURING BASE AND A STRENGTHENED LOCAL ECONOMY, 


BUTTRESSED AGAINST INFLATION, 


MARR: 
(CONT'D) 


TAPE: 
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BUT BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES WEREN'T THE ONLY REASONS PEOPLE 
CAME TO OMAHA, AND THEY AREN'T THE ONLY REASONS OMAHANS STAY 
THERE. THE CITY CONSISTENTLY RANKS HIGH IN NATIONAL 

QUALITY OF LIFE STUDIES -- STUDIES THAT MEASURE SUCH THINGS 
AS RECREATIONAL FACILITIES, ENVIRONMENT, JOB OPPORTUNITIES, 


INCIDENCE OF CRIME, AND ENTERTAINMENT -- AND COME UP WITH 


. STANDARDS OF LIVING, OMAHANS CAN LIVE IN THE CITY, THEY 


CAN LIVE IN SUBURBS, AND THEY CAN LIVE IN RURAL AREAS -- 

A SITUATION RESIDENTS OF MANY OTHER CITIES ENVY. THERE 

ARE SIX COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES, TWO MAJOR MEDICAL SCHOOLS, 
AND SIXTEEN HOSPITALS, AND -- BECAUSE SPORTS PLAY SUCH AN 
IMPORTANT ROLE IN NEBRASKA LIFE -- THE CITY HAS A HUNDRED 
AND TWENTY-FIVE PARKS, AND OVER TWO HUNDRED TENNIS COURTS 
AND BASEBALL FIELDS, THERE ARE THREE PROFESSIONAL DINNER 
THEATERS, TWO COMMUNITY PLAYHOUSES, A PROFESSIONAL BALLET 
COMPANY, AN OPERA COMPANY AND A SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA, AND FIVE 
MUSEUMS, GEORGE TOMKO IS A CURATOR AT ONE OF THOSE FIVE --~- 
THE JOSLYN MUSEUM -- AND HE SAYS OMAHA IS FAR FROM BEING 

THE CULTURALLY DEPRIVED FARM TOWN SOME EASTERNERS MIGHT 


THINK: 


CUT EIGHT -- TOMKO 


"THIS MUSEUM HAS, AND IT'S NO SECRET, BEEN CONSIDERED IN THE 
PAST A SORT OF ELITIST ORGANIZATION, AND THE IMAGE HAS 
CERTAINLY CHANGED CONSIDERABLY SINCE I'VE BEEN HERE, WE'VE 
UPDATED THE PROGRAMS AND ENLARGED THE PROGRAMS, THE KIND OF 
PROGRAMS, SO THAT WE ARE GETTING I THINK A BROADER SPECTRUM 
OF THE PUBLIC COMING IN, AND I STILL THINK OUR STRONG SUIT 
IS THE EXHIBITION PROGRAM, NO MATTER WHAT ELSE YOU DO OFFER, 
AND THE RESPONSE HAS BEEN VERY GOOD. IT LOOKS AT THE MOMENT 
IF YOU WERE GOING TO GO IN TO SEE THE CONTEMPORARY SHOWS 
THAT WE ARE JUST A MUSEUM OF WESTERN ART, WHICH IS NOT TRUE, 
THERE ARE VERY STRONG EUROPEAN ART COLLECTIONS TOO AND 

WE DO HAVE THOSE SHOWS AND WE DO TRY TO KEEP A BALANCE 
BETWEEN THEM, THIS IS A MUCH MORE SOPHISTICATED COMMUNITY, 
I THINK, THAN PEOPLE REALIZE," 


NARR: 
(CONT'D) 


TAPE: 
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BUT BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES WEREN'T THE ONLY REASONS PEOPLE 
CAME TO OMAHA, AND THEY AREN'T THE ONLY REASONS OMAHANS STAY 
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QUALITY OF LIFE STUDIES -- STUDIES THAT MEASURE SUCH THINGS 
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CAN LIVE IN SUBURBS, AND THEY CAN LIVE IN RURAL AREAS -~- 
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THE CULTURALLY DEPRIVED FARM TOWN SOME EASTERNERS MIGHT 


THINK: 


CUT _ EIGHT -- TOMKO 


"THIS MUSEUM HAS, AND IT'S NO SECRET, BEEN CONSIDERED IN THE 
PAST A SORT OF ELITIST ORGANIZATION, AND THE IMAGE HAS 
CERTAINLY CHANGED CONSIDERABLY SINCE I'VE BEEN HERE, WE'VE 
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PROGRAMS, SO THAT WE ARE GETTING I THINK A BROADER SPECTRUM 
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AND THE RESPONSE HAS BEEN VERY GOOD, IT LOOKS AT THE MOMENT 
IF YOU WERE GOING TO GO IN TO SEE THE CONTEMPORARY SHOWS 
THAT WE ARE JUST A MUSEUM OF WESTERN ART, WHICH IS NOT TRUE, 
THERE ARE VERY STRONG EUROPEAN ART COLLECTIONS TOO AND 

WE DO HAVE THOSE SHOWS AND WE DO TRY TO KEEP A BALANCE 
BETWEEN THEM. THIS IS A MUCH MORE SOPHISTICATED COMMUNITY, 
I THINK, THAN PEOPLE REALIZE," 


NARR: 


TAPE: 


ASS 
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THE SOPHISTICATION OF WHICH MISTER TOMKO SPEAKS, HOWEVER, 

IS A MID-WEST VARIETY, BORNE OUT OF PRAIRIE PRAGMATISM. 

IN 1972, OMAHANS BELIEVED THAT OPERA AND BALLET SHOULD BE 
READILY AVAILABLE IN THEIR CITY, SO -- TYPICAL OF THE 

WAY THEY APPROACH OTHER PLANNED CHANGES IN THEIR CITY -- 
THEY CAREFULLY EVALUATED THEIR OPTIONS BEFORE DECIDING 

TO RENOVATE AN OLD ABANDONED THEATRE. A YEAR LATER, 

THANKS TO CONTRIBUTIONS FROM THE COMMUNITY, OMAHA HAD 

ITS THEATER -- CHEAPER AND QUICKER THAN THEY EXPECTED, 

HE CASE IS SYMBOLIC OF HOW OMAHANS VIEW CHANGE, IT MUST 

— WELL-CONCEIVED AND CAREFULLY PLANNED, IN MANY CASES THAT 
ANS THE PROCESS IS SLOW,/ LOUIS GERDES, THE MANAGING EDITO? 


OF THE OMAHA WORLD-HERALD, SAYS THAT COULD BE CALLED A KIND 


OF CONSERVATISM: 


TN =< DES 


NARR: 


"BY CONSERVATIVE, I WOULDN'T WANT YOU TO THINK THAT THAT 
MEANS THAT WE OPPOSE ALL CHANGE, WHAT WE OPPOSE IS CHANGE 
FOR THE SAKE OF CHANGE. IN OTHER WORDS, I THINK OUR PEOPLE 
HAVE TO BE SHOWN." 

AND THAT APPLIES TO SOCIAL PROGRESS AS WELL AS TO BUILDINGS 
AND INSTITUTIONS, TAKE THE CASE OF HOW OMAHA DEALT WITH 
COURT-ORDERED SCHOOL DESEGREGATION, AS IN MANY AMERICAN 
CITIES IN THE 1960'S, PUBLIC SCHOOLS WITHIN THE CITY WERE 
BECOMING INCREASINGLY BLACK, AND THOSE IN THE SUBURBS 
INCREASINGLY WHITE, SOMETHING HAD TO BE DONE TO RESTORE 

A RACIAL BALANCE, OMAHANS KNEW IT, THE COURT ORDERED IT. 


JOHN GREEN, AN ATTORNEY AND LIFE-LONG OMAHAN, DESCRIBES WHAT 
HAPPENED: 
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TAPE: CUT _ TEN -- GREEN 
"FACED WITH A PROBLEM, AND FACED WITH AN ENFORCED SOLUTION, 
THE CITIZENS OF THE COMMUNITY GOT TOGETHER AND DID INDEED 
COME TO SOME SEPARATE PEACE AND UNDERSTANDING IN MAKING THE 
THING WORK. AND IT WORKED, WITHOUT THE TROUBLE, WITHOUT 
THE VIOLENCE, WITHOUT THE PROBLEMS, OF BOSTON OR LOUISVILLE 
OR ANY OF THE OTHER MAJOR CITIES. IT WORKED SO WELL THAT 
IT DIDN'T GET THE PUBLICITY THAT THE VIOLENCE-PRONE CITIES 
DID BECAUSE IT DID WORK WELL, AND GOOD NEWS IS NOT NEWS," 
NARR: THE SOLUTION IN OMAHA -- AS IT WAS IN MANY OTHER AMERICAN 
CITIES -- WAS BUSING, MOVING BLACK CHILDREN TO PREDOMINANTLY 
WHITE SCHOOLS AND VICE-VERSA, IT WORKED IN OMAHA BASICALLY 
BECAUSE OMAHANS DECIDED IT SHOULD, AND NOT BECAUSE THE 
RACIAL CLIMATE IS CLOUDLESS. OMAHANS HAVE THEIR SHARE OF 
PROBLEMS, FOR ONE THING, THE BLACK UNEMPLOYMENT RATE IS 
ALARMINGLY HIGH. FOR ANOTHER, THE LOCAL POLITICAL STRUCTURE 
HAS EFFECTIVELY CUT OFF BLACKS FROM WINNING POLITICAL OFFICE, 


JIM HART, A BLACK CITY ATTORNEY, EXPLAINS: 


TAPE: CUT ELEVEN HART 


"ALL PERSONS WHO ARE ELECTED TO EITHER CITY OFFICE OR PERSONS 
WHO ARE ELECTED TO COUNTY OFFICES ARE ELECTED ON AN AT-LARGE 
BASIS CINDEPENDENT BASIS) AND THIS PUTS THE BLACK CANDIDATE 
AT A GREAT DISADVANTAGE AND THAT'S BORNE OUT BY THE FACT 
THAT NEVER IN THE HISTORY OF THIS CITY HAS THERE EVER BEEN 

A BLACK PERSON ELECTED TO THE CITY COUNCIL UNDER THIS 
PROCEDURE. RIGHT NOW THIS PROCEDURE IS BEING CONSIDERED 

FOR CHANGE. FOR THAT REASON THERE'S BEEN VERY LITTLE VOICE 
GIVEN TO THE POSITIONS OF MINORITIES IN THE POLITICAL ARENA 
HERE IN OMAHA," 


NARR: WHILE THE LACK OF POLITICAL REPRESENTATION HAS DISCOURAGED 
MANY BLACK OMAHANS FROM PARTICIPATING IN THE CITY'S POLITICAL 
LIFE, IT HASN'T REALLY EFFECTED THE SOCIAL ATMOSPHERE, THE 
WORK ETHIC -- BASED ON GENERATIONS OF FARM WORK, AND MORE 


RECENTLY FACTORY WORK -- RUNS FAR DEEPER IN THE COMMUNITY 


CONSCIOUSNESS THAN ANY THREAD OF RACISM, MOST OF OMAHA'S 
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NARR: ETHNIC NEIGHBORHOODS ARE IN THE SAME PARTS OF THE CITY THEY 
WERE IN DECADES AGO, IT IS A COMMUNITY THAT ACCEPTS NEW 
PEOPLE AND INSTITUTIONS, EVEN NEW SOCIAL TRENDS, BUT AT A 


VERY GRADUAL RATE, AGAIN, JIM HART: 


TAPE: CUT TWELVE -- HART 
"THE POSITIVE POINT ABOUT OMAHA'S PROBLEMS WITH THE MINORITY 
COMMUNITY IS THAT THEY'RE NOT SO FAR GONE AS ON THE EAST 
COAST OR IN OTHER MAJOR CITIES THAT THEY'RE UNMANAGEABLE. AND 
I THINK THERE IS A CONSCIOUS, DEDICATED EFFORT ON THE PART 
OF THE LEADERSHIP OF THE COMMUNITY TO TACKLE THESE PROBLEMS 
HEAD-ON, AND WHILE THE PROGRESS IS VERY, VERY SLOW, IT'S A 
VERY STEADY AND VISIBLE PROGRESS." 

NARR: THAT KIND OF PROGRESS HAS CHARACTERIZED OMAHA'S DEVELOPMENT 
FOR A LONG TIME, IT WAS THE CASE BACK IN 1917 WHEN A 
CONCERNED PRIEST, FATHER EOWARD FLANIGAN, SOUGHT TO SHELTER 
FIVE HOMELESS BOYS, 

TAPE: CUT THIRTEEN -- BOYS TOWN CHOIR SINGING "DECK THE HALLS,.." 
ESTABLISH AS DESIRED, AND FADE UNDER. 

NARR: THAT'S THE INTERNATIONALLY-KNOWN CHOIR OF BOYS TOWN, AN 
OUTGROWTH OF FATHER FLANAGAN'S CONCERN AND NOW AN INTEGRAL 
PART OF THE OMAHA COMMUNITY, BUT IT DIDN'T START THAT WAY, 
WHEN FATHER FLANAGAN FIRST OPENED A HOME FOR THOSE FIVE 
BOYS, THE OMAHA COMMUNITY WAS SKEPTICAL, THEY DIDN'T 
WANT WAYWARD BOYS FLOCKING TO THEIR COMMUNITY, BUT AS 
THAT FIRST HOME ATTRACTED MORE AND MORE BOYS WITH NOWHERE 
ELSE TO GO, THE OMAHA COMMUNITY TOOK BOYS TOWN UNDER ITS WINC. 
SINCE 1917, BOYS TOWN HAS BEEN "HOME" AND SCHOOL TO NEARLY 
FOURTEEN THOUSAND BOYS, IT IS SPREAD ACROSS A FIVE HUNDRED 
SIXTY-SIX HECTARE FARM, SIXTEEN KILOMETERS WEST OF OMAHA, 


NARR: 
CCONT'D) 


TAPE: 


NARR: 


NARR: 
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REVEREND ROBERT HUPP, THE DIRECTOR OF BOYS TOWN, REFLECTS 


ON THE CHANGES HE'S SEEN 


CUT THIRTEEN == !'''!PP 


" T CAME HERE IN 1973 AND BOYS TOWN, THE HOME, WAS AN 
INSTITUTION IN THE TRUE SENSE OF THE TERM, SO WE STARTED 
WHAT WE CALLED OUR COTTAGE CONCEPT, IN WHICH WE REDUCED THE 
NUMBER OF BOYS IN EACH COTTAGE TO NOT MORE THAN TEN, WE GOT 

A MARRIED COUPLE IN EACH COTTAGE, INSTEAD OF MULTIPLE STAFF, 
AND WE HAVE IN EVERY COTTAGE AN AGE MIX AND AN ETHNIC MIX, SO 
THAT WE HAVE AT LEAST THE STRUCTURE OF A HOME THAT YOU'D HAVE 
OUT IN SOCIETY, WE HAVE FORTY-ONE COTTAGES, SO IT'S LIKE A 
LITTLE TOWN OF FORTY-ONE HOMES. BOYS TOWN IS NOT ONLY A NON- 
SECTARIAN HOME FOR BOYS, BUT IT'S ALSO A PARISH IN THE DIOCES 
OF OMAHA AND IT'S ALSO AN INCORPORATED VILLAGE IN THE STATE 
OF NEBRASKA," 


BOYS TOWN HAS ALSO HAD FAR-REACHING IMPACT OUTSIDE OF 
NEBRASKA, IT'S CHOIR SINGS ALL OVER THE WORLD, A FI&M WAS 
MADE ABOUT IT, AND THE BRITISH ROCK GROUP, THE HOLLIES, 


WROTE THIS INSPIRING SONG ABOUT IT, USING IT'S MOTTO, "HE 


AIN'T HEAVY, HE'S MY BROTHER," 


T FIFTEEN -- THE HOLLIES "HE AIN'T HEAVY, H 
BROTHER" ESTABLISH AS DESIRED AND FADE UNDER 


THE FACT THAT BOYS TOWN IS AS WELL-KNOWN AROUND THE WORLD AS 
OMAHA IS, DISTURBS SOME PEOPLE, BUT REASSURES OTHERS. THOSE 
WHO LIKE ITS SMALL TOWN AMBIANCE AND BIG CITY SCOPE WANT 

IT TO STAY THE WAY IT IS -- AND THEREFORE, THE FEWER PEOPLE 
WHO HEAR OF OMAHA, THE FEWER WILL COME TO SEE IT, OTHERS, 
HOWEVER, WANT TO SEE THE CITY CHANGE, THEY WELCOME NEW 
INTEREST IN THE MID-WEST GENERALLY, AND OMAHA, SPECIFICALLY, 
WHICH OF THOSE TWO GROUPS WILL BE HAPPIEST IN THE NEXT DECADE 
OR SO IS DIFFICULT TO FORESEE, BUT, AS LOUIS GERDES OF 

THE OMAHA WORLD-HERALD SEES IT, ONE SUBTLE CHANGE HAS 


ALREADY OCCURRED: 
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TAPE: CUT_ SIXTEEN -- GERDES 


"I'VE SEEN A CHANGE THAT I HADN'T NOTICED IN MANY YEARS BEFOR. 
THIS. I THINK THAT PEOPLE NOW ARE BEGINNING GRADUALLY TO GET 
A BETTER APPRECIATION OF THIS SECTION OF THE COUNTRY AS A 
PLACE TO LIVE, THEY ARE NOT NEARLY AS ANXIOUS TO MOVE, THEY 
FEEL MORE SELF-ASSURED. I THINK THAT, BY AND LARGE, THEY'RE 
BEGINNING TO FIND THEIR PLACE IN THE MAKE-UP OF OUR COUNTRY 
AND HAVE PRIDE IN IT," 


NARR: DORIS KUPRES CKU-PREEZ) WAS BORN IN OMAHA, AND HAS LIVED 


THERE FOR MORE THAN FIFTY YEARS, SHE, TOO, HAS SEEN MANY 


CHANGES : 
TAPE: CUT SEVENTEEN -~ KUPRES 
"IT THINK OMAHA OFFERS SO MANY MORE THINGS NOW THAN WE 
EVER HAD BEFORE, BUT THEN WE'VE REACHED A_ CERTAIN DEGREE OF 
TION SO,/ I HAVE NEVER THOUGHT OF LEAVING OMAHA, 


tT AM A NATIVE OMAHAN, I LIKE IT HERE, I LIKE THE CHANGING 

EASONS, THE COLD WEATHER DOES NOT BOTHER ME AT ALL. IN 

a6 ACT DON'T BELIEVE THERE'S ANY OTHER PLACE I'D LIKE TO LIVE 
I LIKE THE MID-WEST BECAUSE WE'RE FRIENDLY HERE, WE CAN GO 

ANYWHERE AND TALK TO ANYBODY, I REALLY THINK THAT'S A PLUS 

CADVANTAGE) FOR THE MID-WEST., AND WE'RE DOWN-TO-EARTH 

CDIRECT)." 


NARR: OMAHA, NEBRASKA -- A CITY LOOKING FORWARD TO ITS FUTURE, 


WITHOUT LOSING SIGHT OF ITS PAST. 


TAPE: N == SE TAPE THREE OPELAND'S Ri PONY SCORE) 
SNEAK UNDER "FUTURE" AND HOLD, THEN UNDER ANNCR: 


ANNCR: YOU'VE BEEN LISTENING TO ANOTHER “PORTRAIT OF AN AMERICAN 
CITY." “OMAHA, NEBRASKA: A SMALL BIG CITY" WAS WRITTEN 
BY DAVID BORGIDA, YOUR NARRATOR WAS----- -, THIS IS------ 
# # # # 4 


RK/RCS 


